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Abstract

Biochemia Medica announces that from this issue Journal will be publishing the Statement on Conflict of Interest for Authors for all article types in
printed as well as in electronic form of the Journal. This way Journal wishes to provide its readers the opportunity to unambiguously judge the qua-
lity and reliability of the data presentation and potential competing interests that could have biased the quality of the presented work in any way.
This decision was made because we believe that scientific journals have an ultimate responsibility to provide unbiased scientific articles to its reader-
ship. We also believe that if any potential source of bias exists, it is the responsibility of the journal to disclose this information, since this might in-
fluence the judging the manuscript by editors, reviewers and readers. Therefore, when submitting their work in the future, author are kindly invited
to make sure that they have carefully considered and disclosed all potential sources of competing interests that might have influenced their work.
We hope that in such way we can help build a better future for the evidence based scientific research, on an international level.
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Manuscript

We are pleased to announce that from this issue
we will be publishing the Statement on Conflict of
Interest for Authors for all article types of Bioche-
mia Medica in printed as well as in electronic form
of the Journal. This way we wish to provide our
readers the opportunity to unambiguously judge
the quality and reliability of the data presentation
and potential competing interests that could have
biased the presentation of the authors’ ideas and
their research.

It was almost one year ago, when we introduced
this question as required item during the submis-
sion of the manuscripts (1). When submitting their
manuscripts authors are asked the question whet-
her or not has any source that could have an inte-
rest in the contents of the article, had a financial
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contribution regarding authors, materials or equip-
ment or institution in general? If the answer was
yes, authors were asked to declare their competi-
ng interests. However, until now, this information
was not provided to our readership.

Why did we decide to change this practice? Becau-
se we believe that scientific journals have an ulti-
mate responsibility to provide unbiased scientific
articles to its readership. We also believe that if any
potential source of bias exists, it is the responsibili-
ty of the journal to disclose this information, since
it may influence the judging the manuscript by
editors, reviewers and readers.

Conflict of interest exists when an author, reviewer
or editor has financial or personal relationships
that inappropriately influence (bias) his or her ac-
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tions (2, 3). It should be considered as any interest
that may introduce some bias in the data presen-
tation.

Following are some examples of authors’ conflict
of interest that need to be disclosed to the Journal
editors:

1. Manufacturer of reagents discussed in the ma-
nuscript have supported the research.

2. Author receives a consultation fee or any other
kind of honoraria from a manufacturer of rea-
gents discussed in his/her manuscript.

3. The author has received a travel support from a
company (manufacturer) whose products (rea-
gents) are discussed in the manuscript.

4. An author submits his/her research which is
sponsored by a company with a financial inte-
rest in the results of the study.

5. The author has a financial investment in the
company supporting his research.

6. The author has invented a patent whose finan-
cial value could be affected by the outcome of
the research.

Such disclosures are aimed not to ban authors
from submitting their research to the journal, but
rather to provide readers with information upon
which they may unambiguously judge the quality
and reliability of the presented work.

As we move forward, we will continue giving a ca-
reful consideration to the issues related to compe-
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ting interests for authors, editors and reviewers.
We will aim to develop a clear guidance and re-
commendations regarding the way competing in-
terests are to be recognized and handled by edito-
rs at Biochemia Medica.

Biochemia Medica is committed to promote the
trustworthy science and become one of the leadi-
ng journals in the field. Scientific publications may
have a great impact on the healthcare decision
makers, physicians and their everyday practices.
We therefore need to become aware of any poten-
tial source of bias that might cause some deviation
of the results from the truth. Journal has recently
recognized the importance of the some of the abo-
ve discussed issues by publishing a special issue
dealing with the responsible writing in science (4).

| wish to conclude by quoting Ana Marusic, the
Editor-in-Chief of Croatian Medical Journal, who
claimed that journal editors are gatekeepers of res-
ponsible science (5). Indeed, one can only agree.
This task is difficult, but rewarding. We hope that
readers of Biochemia Medica will appreciate our
efforts to increase the transparency of our edito-
rial work.

When submitting your work in the future, please
make sure that you have carefully considered and
disclosed all potential sources of competing inte-
rests that might have influenced your work. This
way we will together build a better future for the
evidence based scientific research.
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